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 I had just completed my Early Registration for the Synod Meeting of 
years ago.  It looked like it might be the first New Age Synod Assembly in 
the ELCA.  So a big “HOWDY” goes out to all you Enlightened Bodhisatt-
vas in ELCA Lutherland, comin’ to you from The High Primate Reverend 
Doctor Ball Lightnin’ Bergy of the New Age in the Spontaneous Combus-
tion, Holy Ectoplasmic Auric Adjustment through Aromatherapy, Esalen 
Southeast Crop Circle, Extraterrestrial Adam and Eve, Bovine Mutilation 
Taurobolium Channeling Chakra Chemtrails, and Tantric Tarot of the I’m 
Sorry For Everything Lilith Lotus Legalize It Lutheran Church of the 
LGBTQIAP2SM+.  (I have struggled with young mission developers as they 
tried to figure out what they would like to name their new congregations. I 
think this moniker covers a few intersectional bases.) 
 
 The registration materials seemed to be self-contradictory. The open-
ing line of welcome was a quote from the keynote speaker who said, “The 
community of believers is a speaking place, where the future of the commu-
nity is determined through unhindered conversation.” 
 

 That’s nice.  I can go along with that. 
 

 The second page is a blue Resolution Submittal Form.  Near the top 
in bold print it announces, “Resolutions will no longer be accepted at the  
Assembly.” No surprises allowed! We will accept unhindered conversation 
as long as we can control all input.   

 

BERGY’S BABBLE:  “FREE BOOK BLUES”  

… /// ... 
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According to the Keynote Speaker, this community, allowing only hindered 
conversation perhaps has no future.  “Mene mene tekel upharsin.”  Daniel 
5:25. The handwriting is on the wall.  Old Testament graffiti.   
 
 I was about to get upset, but then I received a free book in the mail 
from the Synod.  Cool. I like books.  I know my way around a book.  This 
one is “Sabbath” by Wayne Muller.  A copy was given to each congrega-
tion.  (There goes some benevolence dollars.) I am to read it and pass it on 
to the other voting members of the congregation.  Maybe buy a few more 
and use it for a study at church.  I will have to read it because I refuse to rec-
ommend something that is not quality material.  I began my perusal with the 
back cover blurb.  You can tell a little bit by looking at the cover. 
 
 In three paragraphs, I counted 5 things that were just wrong. There 
were six statements that counted as Christian heresy.  And there were seven 
literary attempts to develop a false consensus with the reader. This is not 
looking too promising.  I think I might be getting assaulted by someone 
else’s unhindered conversation. Like they say twenty years later, “Your free 
speech is going to cost you a fortune, if you don’t artfully self-censor.” 
 
 So I gave up sabbath time to read this volume on the sabbath. It re-

minded me of the day I was on a bike trek with my family through a neigh-
borhood and got rudely accosted in the middle of the street by a representa-
tive of a kingdom hall that was holding my bike by the handlebars and sob-

bing to me that as a father I should spend more time with my family, while I 
watched my family pedaling away into a neighborhood known for its drive-
by misadventures.  After a few pages of reading, my circumspect assess-

ment of the book was that I’d heard more cogent conversations at the ping 
pong table at Spring Shadows Glen. 

 Perhaps I’m too harsh, but it felt weird to read page 1, and find 
twenty-four repetitions of ‘we’, ‘our’, or ‘us’, as the author tried to manu-
facture a false consensus with the reader.  I was wondering if maybe he had 

a frog in his pocket, since I didn’t feel included. 

  … /// …  Bergy’s Babble:  “Free Book Blues” 

… /// ... 
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 Here’s something from page 9.  “The practice of the Sabbath is like 
the practice of taking refuge. In Buddhism, one takes refuge in the Buddha 
nature, and in the wisdom of the Buddha and in the family of the Buddha.  
(Buddha?  Really?  I thought this was a Lutheran assembly.) In so doing, we 
join the company of all those who have sought healing and liberation, we 
surrender into that place where Buddha-nature already lives with us, and we 
align our intention with our innate, natural perfection.”  (The underlining is 
mine.) 
 

 There is a name for the heresy that asserts what the underlined 
words say.  Pelagianism.  On June 25, 1530, The Augsburg Confession 
presented Article 2, Original Sin, stated, “…Rejected in this connection are 
the Pelagians and others who deny that original sin is sin, for they hold that 
natural man is made righteous by his own powers, thus disparaging the 
sufferings and merit of Christ.”  
 
 Apparently, in this book, original sin gets a hall pass on the Sabbath. 
But we as Lutherans do not believe in our own personal innate, natural per-
fection.  If we had one gram of that stuff, whatever it is, Jesus would be 
irrelevant. 
 
 Page 42, further asserts, “If we believe our soul is naturally lumi-
nous and that we are filled with innate, natural perfection, if we are the light 
of the world, then when we sink into quiet we return to peace.  Conversely, 
if we believe creation is badly flawed then we must avoid intimate contact 
with it.” Wow, what a shock to discover that I’m not a part of creation, and 
that it is something else outside of me that would be possible to avoid.    A   
void.  Hmmmmm. 
 
 On page 19, the author contends that if you use your life too much 
you will burn it away, so conserve every energy you can.  Engage the world 

less because engagement costs you personally.  Spend too much energy and 
you will collapse and burn out as your precious life gets used up in portions.  

  … /// …  Bergy’s Babble:  “Free Book Blues” 
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 As an old gym rat, I know for a fact if you don’t use it you will lose 
it.  The guy that wrote this stuff clearly has never felt the endorphins in a 
bicep burn from curls, or a pectoral meltdown from flying the cables.         
Sabbath is not only rest and refuge but it is also engagement, effort and ec-
stasy.   
 
 Page 50 is really fun! “And so, Jesus dies and lies dormant for three 
days.  Without this dormancy, the resurrection of new life would be impos-
sible.”  Is He dead or dormant?  There is a big difference you know.  The 
Nicene, Apostles’ and Athanasian Creeds clearly say dead, not dormant.  It 
just doesn’t sound right; “….crucified, hibernated and woke up hungry.”    
 
 Page 111 claims that we place no value on the good things in life 
and instead value the bad.  “Waste, stupidity and evil all cost money,       
and are by extension, economic goods; each feeds the machine of 
growth….every time someone gets cancer, the Gross Domestic Product goes 
up. Every time an infant dies, the GDP rises.  A drive-by shooting improves 
the economy by $20,750. If the victim dies, and there is a murder trial, the 
benefit to the economy leaps to well over $100,000. An oil tanker spill can 
contribute between 5 and 20 million dollars of ‘growth,’ the benefits of an 
airline crash or terrorist bombing can be far greater….”   Who thinks like 
that?  I don’t know where those numbers came from, but I’m headed for the 
beta-blockers to control my apoplexy.  Nonsense, heresy and syncretism, 
sputter, sputter, fume!! 
 
 So I sadly folded up Jesus, who saved me from the universal fact of 
estrangement, Paul Tillich’s term for original sin.  Tossed Him in an old 
shoe box and put Him on a top shelf in the closet. Actually, I’m kind of sad 

about that innate natural perfection. You’d think that with it I could rise 
above being grumpy to my loved ones. I must have been behind the door 
when innate, natural perfection got passed out. 

 I wondered. How come there wasn’t a rabbi represented among the 

presenters at an important assembly of religious folk who are studying the 
sabbath?   

… /// ... 

  … /// …  Bergy’s Babble:  “Free Book Blues” 
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Along with God, they started it.  As I recall from my Oxford English Dic-
tionary days, failure to consult a rabbi in 1611,  resulted in the non-word 
‘Jehovah’ entering mistakenly into language usage.  As any rabbi would 
have gladly told the bible translators of the King James Version, the Tetra-
grammaton, YHWH, is only two syllables, and is translated as ‘Yahweh.’  
The KJV translation committee, in the absence of a rabbi, added a vowel 
which made for a whole extra syllable. For five centuries we have suffered 
the racially biased linguistic error of the chimerical word, ‘jehovah.’ 
 
 Sabbath without a rabbi. Human perfection by Buddha-nature lumi-
nosity. Yahweh’s Witnesses. Unhindered conversation, but no resolutions 
please.  Let all within the temple say, AAAAUUUUUMMMMMMM. 
 
 Grok you in worship,    

 H.P.REV.DR.B.L.Bergy 

  … /// …  Bergy’s Babble:  “Free Book Blues” 

PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY 
 

Our Prayer Shawl Ministry has begun.  Unfortunately, we have not been 
able to meet in person, but thanks to many volunteers we have collected 
quite an array of shawls in all sizes, shapes, and colors. 
 
If you know anyone that would like a shawl, please let us know.  We will 
continue to work individually until such time as we can meet together. 
 

Wendy Lambeth (713) 854-1573 
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MINUTES FOR COUNCIL MEETING 
 
 

AUGUST 20, 2020 
 

The August 2020 Church Council meeting was called to order by 
President Wendy Lambeth on Thursday, August 20, 2020 at 2:04 
p.m.  Pastor Berggren opened the meeting with a prayer.   
 
In attendance were:  Pastor Jim Berggren, Wendy Lambeth, Nancy 
Beamesderfer, Linda Cuzzort, Ricki Finstad, Julie Kilkenny, Hazeley 
Ruthstrom-Cole (attending remotely by phone), and Sharon Wagner.  
John Cooper, Karen Davidson and Kay Vaccaro were not in attend-
ance.   
 
The minutes from the July Council Meeting were submitted by Julie 
Kilkenny and were unanimously approved by those present.  They 
will be submitted for publication in Crossties and on the website.  
 
The Treasurer’s report was presented by Ricki Finstad.  Treasurer 
Finstad reported that July offerings were $27,188, which was an  
increase of $7,711 over June; he noted that this month ’s figures  
included a $10,000 check from the ELC for its share of insurance 
costs.  Year-to-date 2020 offerings were $164,014, which is $27,884 
less than year-to-date 2019 offerings. Expenses for June were 
$52,496, an increase of $25,992 over June; this included the annual 
insurance premium of $27,000.  Year-to-date 7/31/20 expenses were 
$53,156 more than offerings taken in.  The checking account balance 
at 7/31/20 was $177,035, not including restricted funds.  The Endow-
ment Committee has $1,074 interest available for disbursement.  The 
Treasurer’s report was unanimously approved as presented.  

… /// ... 
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Pastoral Staff Reports: 
 
Pastor Berggren updated Council on his activities for the month.  
He remarked that it has been a busy month.  Onsite worship services 
are going well, and he is getting into his groove with the weekly 
YouTube sermons.  He continues his early morning rehab, and Pastor 
Berggren expressed special thanks to Holy Cross for his health bene-
fits, as his portion of his recent procedure was only $240.  He noted 
that longtime Holy Cross member Dr. Charles Hess died August 3 rd; 
there will be a private burial service in Dallas.  He reported that  
Deacon Davidson had to miss today’s Council meeting due to previ-
ously scheduled meetings with Holy Cross members, and that she 
continues her calls and visits with parishioners.  
 
Old Business and Committee Reports: 
 
WELCA:  Nancy Beamesderfer gave an update on WELCA activities.  She 
reported the difficult decision to cancel this year’s Rummage Sale (due to 
COVID-19), noting the WELCA board felt it was too risky for both volun-
teers and shoppers to have the event this year.  Council approved a motion 
in support of WELCA’s decision not to hold the Rummage Sale in 2020.  
The General Meeting has been rescheduled for Saturday, September 12th.   
The Craft show is scheduled for Saturday, September 26th.  
 
Buildings and Grounds:  Dr. Finstad reported that his research into ways to 
cut costs for the church lawn care was fruitful; the new company will begin 
lawn maintenance September 1st.   Ms. Kilkenny reported that work on the 
parking lot was almost complete.  The cost of the project was significantly 
higher than expected, as problems with the underlying base and culverts 
were not visible until the original paving was milled out.  This increased the 
scope and duration of the project.   
 

Telge property update:  There were no new developments on this 
item. 

… /// ... 

  

   …///… Council Minutes — August 20, 2020 



8 

 

 

Job Openings:   Council discussed the ongoing search for a new  
Organist and a part-time Youth & Family Director.  Pastor Jim 
Berggren reported that Rob Carty has agreed to provide organ music 
for the Sunday service for the next couple of months.   
 
Social Media:  President Lambeth asked Council (and the congrega-
tion) to think about different ways to utilize social media to help 
with HCLC’s outreach efforts. 
    
New Business: 
 
Computer upgrades:  President Lambeth thanked Dr. Finstad for his 
research on new computers for Pastor Berggren, Deacon Davidson 
and the Financial Office.  They should be in any day.  
 
Lighting Assessment:  The decision on updating the light fixtures in 
the sanctuary and gym will be considered at the next meeting, as the 
2nd bid for this project has not come back.   

 
The next Council meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, September 22, 
2020, at 12:00 noon.  
 
Upon motion to adjourn, the meeting was closed with the Lord ’s 
Prayer. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
Julie Kilkenny 
Council Secretary 

  

   …///… Council Minutes — August 20, 2020 

 

Next  

COUNCIL MEETING 
 
 
 

Wednesday, October 21, 2020 
at 1:15 p.m. in the Annex. 

 
 

Church Council 
 
 



9 

 

 

 
 

DATE 
 
 

1st READING 
 
 

PSALM 
 
 

2nd READING 
 
 

GOSPEL 

 
10/04/2020 

 

Isaiah 
5:1-7 

 
 

80:7-15 

 

Philippians 
3:4b-14 

 

Matthew 
21:33-46 

 
10/11/2020 

 

Isaiah 
25:1-9 

 
23 

 

Philippians 
4:1-9 

 

Matthew 
22:1-14 

 
10/18/2020 

 

Isaiah 
45:1-7 

 
96:1-9 

 

1 Thessalonians 
1:1-10 

 

Matthew 
22:15-22 

 
10/25/2020 

 

Jeremiah 
31:31-34 

 
46 

 

Romans 
3:19-28 

 

John 
8:31-36 

 

READINGS, PSALMS & GOSPEL 
  

OCTOBER 2020 

SAFEGUARDS SAFETY TRAINING 
 

OCTOBER 30, 2020 
 

9:00 a.m. — 3:30 p.m. 
 

Safeguards Safety Training will be adding a class in October on Friday,    
the 30th from 9:00 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. in the Media Room. 
 

The class will be Adult and Pediatric First Aid, CPR, AED.  Those affiliated 
wit the church can use coupon code:  HolyCrossOct2020 to receive a 15% 
discount. 
 

John Lambeth 
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If your name is not listed or if this is incorrect information  

please contact the Church Office so that the list can be corrected.  

 

Holy Cross members celebrating birthdays this month: 

 

01 Richard Davidson 

 Wendy Lambeth 

02 Miriam Weathersby  

05 John Echols 

 Ike Thompson  

07 Michael Doler 

08 Marilyn Collins                            
09 Tristan Walton 

10  Betty Mooney 

 Stephen Schulze 

 Mike Vaccaro 

11 Candy Berggren  

 Bryan Kile 

 James Pharries 

 Rose Marie Stork 

 Dylan New 

12  Renee Allcorn 

 Karen Yoder 

13  Nathan Kelm 

 Tillie Remmert 

15 Sandy Dobbs 

19 Shane Berggren 

23 Bernice Rogge 

26 John Allcorn 

28  Barney Boeker 

 Jennifer Roberts 

30 Clara Estes 

 Barbara Neumann 

Joyce Peden 

31 Roger Drushel 
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R e m e m b e r  i n  P r a y e r  
 

The homebound, disabled, long-term 

ill and prolonged recovering.  

Ed Cooper 
Betty Firth 
Clarice Gross 

Elaine Snell 
Rosie Stork 
Doris Wahlberg 

TREASURER’S REPORT 
 

If you have any questions call  
Ricki Finstad at (832) 693-8686  

AUGUST 2020 
 

    Receipts       $   27,567.20        

    Expenses           31,053.17 

    Balance     < $     3,485.97  > 
                                                                                                                           ========== 

Operational receipts                                                         
  year to date received   ……..   $ 191,586.45        

Expenditures year to date ..…      248,243.81 

Balance                                  < $  56,657.36 >  
                                                                         ========= 

 

YTD Building Rental $ 180.00 

If you are not receiving HCLC 
Prayer Request emails and would 
like to, please contact: 
 

Renee Allcorn 
 

   allcornr@gmail.com  
  

or call (713) 254-8638   
 

Note that Prayer Request emails 
are sent out daily. If you are on 
the email list and did not receive 
any email, please contact Renee. 

CHURCH OFFICE  

HOURS 
 
 

Monday—Thursday 
9:00 a.m. — 4:00 p.m. 

 
 

Friday 8:30 a.m. — 2:30 p.m. 

You  may sign up for  
Altar Flowers in the Narthex.  
Suggested donation is $50.00  

and $12.00 for a rose. 

AVERAGE ATTENDANCE 

AUGUST 2020 
 

                     Saturday Informal service     : 12 

Sunday Traditional worship  : 26 

David Dukleth 
Nanette Luker 
Larry Polzin 

Tamara Price Casares 
Laura Ruthstrom 

Billy Sosa 
Julie Yanta 

and 
victims of Covid-19 

mailto:allcornr@swbell.net
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TELEPHONE EXTENSIONS 

100  Church Office  

101  Sussy Terry  

103  Rev. Jim Berggren  Senior Pastor 

104  Fredda Yurk  Bookkeeper 

105  Karen Davidson  Deacon 

Holy Cross Lutheran Church  
in Spring Branch 
 

A Congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran 
Church in America (ELCA) 

“Holy Cross Lutheran Church is a community of Christians  
gathered by God’s grace and reaching out through God’s love.” 

 

YOUR CHURCH STAFF 
 
 

† Rev. Jim Berggren  —  Senior Pastor 
 Email :  jlberggren@holycross.us 
 

† Deacon Karen Davidson                 
                Email : aimked@gmail.com 
 

† Sussy Terry — Office Manager  
 Email : hclc@holycross.us 
 
 

† Fredda Yurk  — Bookkeeper  
 Email : fyurk@holycross.us 
 

 
 
 

 
 

OFFICERS OF THE CONGREGATION 
 
 

  Wendy Lambeth                           President 

  Sharon Wagner                       Vice-President    

     Julie Kilkenny               Secretary   

     Ricki Finstad               Treasurer 

 

SATURDAY WORSHIP SERVICE 
 

Informal Service 6:00 p. m.—AT 
 

SUNDAY WORSHIP SERVICE 

Traditional Service 9:30 a.m.—WC 

EARLY LEARNING CENTER  
 

ELC (713) 461-5535 
 

email:  holycrosselc4@gmail.com 

7901 Westview Dr.  
Houston, Texas 77055  
 

Tel. (713) 686-8253  
Fax (713) 686-9095 
 

E-mail:    hclc@holycross.us 
 

Website:  www.holycross.us 

Office Manager & 
Events Coordinator 


